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We have gotten word that Grant
Bayley, a Epiphyllum Hybridzer
from New Zealand passed

away on December 20th, 2020.
Details of his life and hybrids to
be in the next Bulletin.
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Dr. Dick Kohlschreiber
Passes

by Keith Ballard

All the plant world is saddened by the passing of Dr.
Richard Kohlschreiber. Dick was very knowledgeable
about a number of plants, including both species and
hybrid epiphyllums. It was always amazing that Dick
remembered and could correctly reel off those epi
species names. Dick was a epi knowledge base for
the Epiphyllum Society of America, and was the ESA's
Epiphyllum Flower Name Registrar for more than
25 years. This Name Registrar did much to prevent
duplication of epi names.

Dick was born June 1, 1933, attended Kansas
University and received a doctor’s degree in
Veterinary Science.

Dick’s home was in San Pedro with an ocean
view, It would be over a hour transit time, one way,
to any ESA function, so | guess would be why Dick
chose the closer garden: South Coast Botanic Garden
on Crenshaw Blvd. in Rolling Hills Estates, to do his
volunteer work.

Dr. Richard (Dick) Kohlschreiber, the ESA’s
Research Chairperson and International Registrar,
was honored by the naming of the new Propagation
Greenhouse at the South Coast Botanic Garden
(SCBG) after him. The dedication ceremony and
ribbon cutting were held May 31, 2013; and the
attendees included the L.A. County Superintendent
of the SCBG: Tanya E. Finney, the CEO of the SCBG
Foundation: Adrienne L. Nakashima, Project Manager

and Member of the Board of Trustees: Jim Gardner,
the contractor, many present and former SCBG
volunteers, some of the donors and a number of
members of both the ESA and the SBES.

The Dedication hand-out included the following
information - “Dr. Richard (Dick) Kohlschreiber is a
long time resident of San Pedro having moved here
from Kansas in 1963. A former veterinarian, he had
practiced at Rolling Hills Animal Hospital from 1963
- 1995

Dick began volunteering at the South Coast
Botanic Garden in1978, working on the Fiesta de
Flores committee for 15 years. As Dick became more
involved, he expanded his areas of interest to include
becoming an active board member. Dick served
as president of the South Coast Botanic Garden
Foundation Board of Trustees from 1994-1995 and
2005-2006.

Dick’s passion for plants lead him to the
Propagation Workshop and he has played a key role
in that group for many years. Under his direction,
volunteers work to propagate and cultivate the many
plants sold at the Garden’s annual plant sales and at
the gift shop,

Dick was active with many local garden clubs,
including the South Coast Cactus & Succulent
Society, the South Coast Dahlia Society, the South
Bay Epiphyllum Society and the Epiphyllum Society
of America.

He has also received many volunteer
commendations such as Volunteer of the Year at
SCBG, Los Angeles County Volunteer of the Year,

(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3)

Voluntary Service Award in the Field of Parks and
Recreation by the National Association of County
Parks and Recreation in 2002, and a special award
from the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors.”

Dick’s total time volunteering at SCBG is given
as 12,000 hours. As a thank you for all those hours,
SBES named a new Propagation Green House after
Dick.

A picture page is included below that includes
pictures taken during the dedication. The pictures
include Dick himself, the dedication plate, the front
of the Greenhouse (and through the glass of the
front) and inside the Greenhouse. The inside picture
includes a large number of new, rather sturdy looking,
propagation benches with heavy aluminum ends and
expanded metal tops.

Dr. Richard
= Kohlschreiber

The new Kohlschreiber P. Greenhouse

Richard Walter Kohlschreiber
1933-2020

e South Coast Botanle Garden Foundation

" presents

THE KOHLSCHREIBER PROPAGATION GREENHOUSE

" e agifive

The People of Los Angeles County

- "."‘"" L. ;

Inside the Greenhouse (Note heig ul:ies]
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Dick Kohlschreiber
Family Memory Collage

by Richard’s Nephews and Niece
Used by permission
Jim Raiman Children of Dorothy Raiman
Mark Raiman Richard’s Sister

Steve Vogel Children of Ruth Vogel
Jane McNeive Richard’s Sister
Warren Vogel

“Success is not measured in the
amount of dollars you make, but
the amount of lives you impact.”

RICHARD WALTER KOHLSCHREIBER AKA “DICK”,
“RICHARD”, AND “UNCLE RICHARD” was born in
Topeka, Kansas on June 1, 1933, son of Walter and Tina
Kohlschreiber. He had 2 older sisters, Dorothy (1918) and
Ruth (1920).

FAMILY

Son Richard/Brother Richard/Uncle Richard was fiercely
loyal to his family. He wrote faithfully to his mother and
sisters every week of every year when they were all able to
write letters. He financially supported his mother and gave
lovely gifts to all his family from his travels. For his nephews
and niece, he was the fun uncle! As kids we visited him in
California, and of course he took us to Disneyland. We later
took his great nieces and nephew to California and he again
treated everyone to a trip to Disneyland. What’s more fun than
have your uncle visit from California and show pictures and
slides shows of his world travels? His visits back to Kansas
were special and there were always tears when he left.

Dorothy (sister) and Richard

iﬂj rll {'I_-}lrl atmas
STYIEEY P v A .ﬁw;.wé.r

The Walter Kohlschrieber family

Walter

IBan paam

Trom

EopabaHanans

Richard

Dick Kohlschreiber Family Memory Collage

Tina
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My childhood memories of Richard are
made up entirely of his visits to Topeka
after he moved to Los Angeles, CA.

L-R Richard, Jim, Tina, Ruth

| recall a couple of occasions when he picked
me up from grade school. Some of my friends
thought this handsome, well tanned guy must
have been my older brother because he looked
too young to be my uncle. So | thought that
Richard & his dad Walter was cool.

--Memary from nephew Jim Raiman
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EDUCATION/CAREER

Richard graduated from Topeka High School in 1951. His father passed away unexpectedly
when Richard was 17. Richard did not think that he would be able to attain his dream of going
to vet school but his Mom and sisters assured him he would. Richard graduated fro Kansas
State with a Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine in 1957.

Richard was active in the US Army as Captain Richard W. Kohlschreiber from 1958 to 1960.
(USDA, San Bernardino, CA and Omaha, NE)

He was in general practice as a veterinarian from 1960 to 1995. (32 years at Rolling Hills
Animal Hospital). One of his first house calls as a new vet was a lady calling about her ill pet
alligator. Richard had not practiced on alligators at Kansas State but “a reptile is a reptile”
He successfully treated the pet and established a new client and friend for life. A neighbor
recently shared a story about Richard helping with a dog emergency in the middle of the night.

Pichard = tha Farmily Vet

Caplin Bxfanrd W KohHchrsibes

Dick Kohlschreiber Family Memory Collage
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HOME

Richard loved his San Pedro home purchased in 1968. He hosted
many parties and entertained countless guests from around the
country and world. He was a gracious host to say the least.

Brered ol TaiFme s o “Back m e e

THE GARDEN

One of Richard’s greatest loves was the South Coast Botanic Garden and
the various plant societies he belonged to. He was a true expert in the field of
California succulents and cacti. He had many rare plants in his yard and was
able to identify almost any flower or plant by its scientific name. He wrote the
Epi newsletter “off the cuff” for many, many years. We saved at least one copy
of every newsletter and one of the Epi societies happily received those. He gave
many lectures and published articles around the world to share his knowledge.

He was recognized as a County of Los Angeles Volunteer of the Year in 2002:
“Dr. Kohlschreiber’s contributions have helped to make the Botanic Gardens one
of the jewels of the County...He strives for the best in personal, professional,
public, and community service by practicing the motto ‘service above self.’

“He’s a veterinarian by trade, but Dr. Dick Kohlschreiber’s healing touch has
brought more than just animals back to life. As head of the SCBG propagation
area, Dick has helped thousands of plants take root and thrive. ‘I've always loved
working with plants, it's like therapy for me,” says Dick, who oversees more than
a dozen volunteers every Monday and Thursday. ‘The propagation green house
is like a nursery room where | can make the rounds and see how the babies are

doing”” June 2016 issue of “The Grapevine”

Ly o

Dick Kohlschreiber Family Memory Collage

This photo wars takon in 2008 standing by the
entmnce of his home in San Fedro, GA
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FROM THE “RELATIVE” PERSPECTIVE

JIM: We will miss our many phone conversations. He was good at writing letters to give updates on his activities
or travels. His birthday was a few days after mine and he would usually remember my birthday with a note,
card and phone call. (Jim contributed great pictures).

MARK: | fondly remember all the trips he went on. He was quite the world traveler and always looking for an
adventure. He was also good at documenting his trips with his elaborate slide shows which | enjoyed. | was
also amazed at his ability to identify almost any flower or plant by its scientific name.

STEVE: Something that always amazed us was the multitude and depth of the relationships he had with
his friends. He kept in regular contact with many friends he had from grade school. He had so many rich
friendships from his childhood, vet business, garden, neighbors, and others. Our mother was the same as far
as the relationships she had with friends, and from talking to our mother and Richard, so was our grandfather
who died before we were born. Richard said he wishes we could have known our grandfather; we would have
really liked him.

When Richard would talk to us about family, he was always refreshingly candid. His willingness to share
unflattering details about our family history meant a lot to us. With the benefit of hindsight, many of these
stories were quite funny.

JANE: Steve and | (& spouses) were very fortunate to have several California visits with our uncle as older
adults, which of course gave us a different perspective of him and his life. | enjoyed hearing his stories of his
life growing up. He loved to eat; we enjoyed cooking for him and going out to dinner. We always visited the
South Coast Botanic Garden during our stays, and it was a treat to see the variety of California plants (that
won’t grow in Kansas!) We also loved getting acquainted with his circle of close friends who cared so much
for him.

Even though Uncle Richard suffered from chronic illnesses, he never ceased to amaze us with his positive
outlook on life and his ability to live life to its fullest. He was definitely “smarter than the average bear” and
willingly shared his knowledge and never in a condescending manner. He was generous to a fault. He was
a gracious and caring man with an extraordinarily generous heart. He was also a keen judge of people and
a great diplomat.

WARREN: He sent me funny birthday cards as an adult that made me smile; I've started the same tradition.
He was very loyal to his sisters.

Richard passed away peacefully September
26, 2020 at a hospital near his home. Thanks to
a fabulous caring physician, he was breathing
easier at the time of his death than he had
in many months. Per his wishes, Richard’'s
remains were cremated and will be buried in
a family plot in Topeka, Kansas.

(To those of you that knew and loved Richard’s
beautiful cat, Kiddie has found a new perfect
home).

SEANT - FArRg I [0 SOEea
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Fall Culture Calendar
by Galen Pittman
A reprint from The Bulletin: Vol. 57, No. 4 We always
include a Culture Calendar to help new members so that
they do not have to learn everything the hard way, by
making mistakes, KCB

It is late autumn, but never the less, winter is not
far behind. In order to head off problems before it is too
late, we should not really ignore our epi collections.
Now is the time for a number of maintenance items
that we may have been be too busy to do earlier in
the year and/or will enhance blooming next spring.

Repotting. Except for the mildest of climates, or
in emergencies, it is probably best to forgo repotting
till next spring and summer.

Avoid Sunburn. Unlike the ancient peoples,
we are not keenly aware of the change in the sun’s
position, but the angle of the sun changes constantly
during the year. On the other hand, the sun’s intensity
changes very little summer to winter. Measurements
show a variation on the order of only 10% intensity.
The change in average temperature results from the
change in the length of the day. Therefore, one needs
to make sure your epies get enough shade during all
seasons. Epies can sunburn if exposed to full sun for
along period if the sun protection means (e.g. shade
cloth) is not in the correct position for all sun angles
in the various seasons.

If more shade is necessary, even something
temporary would be better than nothing. There are epi
growers who intentionally change the amount of sun
exposure during the year, such as using 50% shade
cloth duringthe winter and 75% in summer.

Watering. Normally with the help of the rains, one
can expect to water less in autumn and especially
winter. However, this year the Southern California
conditions may not be normal. We havebeen in a
drought condition for the last 4 years, with only a few
inches of rain per year. But, the weather forecasters
are beginning to talk about a “El Nifo” year. “El
Nifo” is a nickname given to the weather condition
of the warming of the southeastern Pacific Ocean, at
around Christmastime, that precedes a shift in the
rain patterns to excessive rain along the American
West Coast. In the last El Nifio year, Los Angeles
had over 30 inches of rain, and | lost my complete epi
collection due to excessive wetness. Thus, if we are
really going to have El Nifio rains, we need to start
thinking of and implementing some rain protection for
our epi collections. But if El Nifio doesn’t materialize,
or one’s epi col lection is outside the area of concern
anyway, the normal procedure applies. If the epies

are still growing and the rains haven't started, water
is still needed, but favor the dry side. As it gets colder
and the growth slows, so should the watering. Rain is
beneficial for epies as it flushes the mineral deposit.
With enough rain to keep the mix moist, one doesn’t
need to water at all, and it might be weeks between
watering. As with any other season, one needs to
make sure that the epi pots drain well. Being too
moist, even with rainwater, is detrimental to the epi
roots. Finally, remember, epies resist the cold better
when not so wet.

Happy 80th Birthday
Epiphyllum Society of
Amerlca'

First meeting of the Epiphyllum Society of America May 5, 1940

1940 was an interesting time. Gas was 11 cents a
gallon, the cost of a house was about $3,000. World
World Il was in its beginning stages. Some of the
movies out this year were Pinocchio, Fantasia and
the Philadelphia Story. Back then, epiphyllums were
a relatively unknown species; were carried by only a
few nurseries, expensive and collected by relatively
few people. Hybridizing was being performed and the
different nurseries and individuals were naming new
varieties. It was inevitable that the same name was
sometimes given to more than one variety.

On May 5, 1940, a group of collectors and nursery
people got together to form a rather exclusive group
known as the ‘Epiphyllum Society of America’ (or
‘ESA). As the years passed, the ESA decided that
the exclusive nature of the Society no longer made
sense, so it became an organization open to all who
were interested in these beautiful and exotic flowers.

Happy 80th Birthday Epiphyllum Society of
America!
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Meet Your Bulletin
Editor - Keith Ballard

By Keith Ballard

Pat and | were high school sweethearts. In 1952
we got tired of waiting to marry, so we eloped and
were married in Los Vegas. We both, at the time, were
enrolled at UCLA. Me in Engineering School and Pat
in Art School. Our parents put up with the marriage,
but really wanted, at least me, to finish school. So.
they each agreed to give us a monthly small stipend
to live on. Prices in the early fifties were much lower
than now. Just for example, Pat’s food budget was $5
a week. | also worked as a handyman for a Doctor on
weekends at his house. A second temporary source
of some food was the large celery field behind all the
buildings south and behind our apartment. At harvest
time the harvesters always left broken stalks around
the field. When they left, we would harvest some
broken stalks, and have fresh celery for a while.

It wasn’t too long till our first child arrived. We
both tried to stay in school with different approaches.
Like me attending school Monday, Wednesday and
Friday and Pat Tuesday and Thursday. But eventually
the housework, cooking and childcare proved too
much, and Pat dropped out of school, the degree to
be finished later.

| graduated from UCLA in 1956 and went to
work at Hughes Tool Company. This was the same
company that built the “Spruce Goose”, the Howard
Hughes wooden cargo plane built near the end of
WWII. Hughes Tool Company gave me a salary for
working, paid my school fees and gave me time off to
go to school to earn a Masters Degree, which | did.

And yes the Flyingboat did fly. | have seen a
picture with it in the air. Hughes had a permit only
to taxi, NOT FLY, but apparently, he could not resist
finding out if the Flyingboat could fly. The flight was
very short, Just a lift off and a set down.

About then, our 2™ child Charleen arrived in 1956.
To us, epiphyllums are a family affair and | introduce
her here because Charleen, years later, joined us in
the Epiphyllum world.

In April of 1961 we bought our current house,
with the help of Pat’s parents. It is located in the
Westchester neighborhood of Los Angeles, near LAX.

With time, we had 3 more children, two boys and
a girl, for a total of 5. With time, each of us, including
the children, developed our own interests. Pat and
my interests included travel. We started with trips
to the California National Parks and worked up to

international travel. Because of the interest generated
by a class that Pat had taken, we made a number
of trips to Central and South America to tour a lot of
ancient Maya Indian sites and a few Inca sites.

We got our “key” into the epiphyllum world in the
early 60’s, although we didn’t understand it at the time.
When an elderly aunt was going into a retirement
home, she gave us 2 epiphyllum plants. The epies
were ‘Young Nun’ and ‘Hermosissimus’. The key was
we then knew what an epiphyllum was, and what the
blooms looked like.

In this period, we often took our young children
on a Sunday afternoon to a free admission outing. At
least 2 blooming seasons after we got the 2 epies,
we chose to go to the L A County Arboretum. Yes it
was free then. While there, we noticed a sign that
said “Epiphyllum Show” and we went in. When we
saw what epies were really like we were hooked. The
next years we found the show dates and attended.
We bought a few epies at each show and from Hurst
Nursery. When they starting blooming we started
competing. Pat, with her art background quickly
dominated the Floral arrangements sections, and |
won some awards also. In 1982 we decided that if
we were taking from the ESA, we also should give,
so we joined the ESA.

Also in this period, Pat went back to school to
finish her Art degree, joining Charleen at Long Beach
State. They graduated together in 1981. Charleen
could not find a job in the jewelry industry for which
she had trained. So she looked for a job in a field
that used many of the techniques she knew and
settled on locksmithing. She worked for a locksmith
shop for 3 years and then returned to the University
as a Locksmith. It was when computers were first
coming in. The current Head Locksmith retired and
Charleen quickly became the Head Locksmith. It was
unusual then to have a woman in the Trades, and the
University loved it.

For the next 15 years or so we attended ESA
meetings and participated in Shows regularly. But
there were a couple of significant changes during
the time.

By Dec. of 1996.Pat accepted the ESA positions
of Acting Treasurer and, also a little later, Membership
Secretary. Later she became the Treasurer.

In the Spring 1997, Raymond Eden became
President of the ESA. At that time he had already been
Bulletin Editor for a number of years. And by default
he was also Show Chair. He changed the frequency of

Bulletin publication from monthly to quarterly. He was
a freelance writer and got a fee for doing the Bulletins.
(continued on page 12)
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Editor

(continued from page 11)

It was a goal of Raymond’s to get the ESA
designated as the International Registration Authority
of the Hylocereae Cultivar Group. With help from
Dr. R.W. Kohlschreiber, Raymond submitted an
application to become the Registration Authority,
which was approved by Dec.1998. The Bulletin Vol.
56 No. 3, March 2001 was the first to display the
international notice. Every Bulletin since has the same
notice. Why register an epi? To protect the originators
interests, especially the name which cannot be
duplicated, Registration is like a patent for an epi.

That same Bulletin also shows that Raymond
had resigned from being ESA President, but was
still Bulletin Editor and Co-chair of the ESA’s epi
collection.

Sometime during this period | discovered that
Raymond had on his computer the only known copy of
the ESA’s Epi Registry (formally called the Directory)
Knowing the bad habits of computers, such as dying
without the chance of recovery, | talked Raymond into
giving me a copy of the Register. Within 3 months
Raymond’s computer died with no possibility of
recovery. Every copy of the Registry that exists today
is a “grandchild” of that copy | got from Raymond.

According to the ESA Spring 2002 Bulletin article
“In Memory of Raymond Eden”, by the Spring of
2001 Raymond had realized he was overloaded and
resigned from everything. That article is included in
that Bulletin. Raymond died on Oct.12, 2001.

.Iwas Vice President this whole period, so at this
time | assumed the duties of President, Bulletin Editor,
Annual Show Chair and Meeting Program Chair.

The next Bulletin, Autumn 2001, shows that
Charleen had become the layout person. However
in the list just above, | didn’t list all the duties that |
had just taken over. Oh well, you can’t win them all.
No wonder Raymond quit!

Just as an item of interest, when we joined the
ESA “our” meeting room and the room to the left, were
one big room. There was no wall between them as
there is now. The shows were held in that big room.
Yes, it was a bit crowded, but we managed. With the
wall division, the Arboretum got 2 rooms to rent and
we got use of the roomy Ayres Hall for the shows.

The first thing we settled after Raymond’s
resignation was a way to produce and distribute the
Bulletin. The approach we used is as follows: | wrote

the articles; Charleen, with her art background, did
the layout and got about 200 copies made at Long
Beach State (for less money than an outside repro.
Facility). The Bulletin had a real color picture on the
cover, which we got via a local camera shop. Because
of cost of both actual and computer color prints, all
other included pictures were computer printed in black
& white. Finally, Pat and | did the regular distribution
via the regular U.S. Postal Service.

| also functioned as the other ESA officers as
the need arose. For example, | once functioned as
Librarian when | got a call from a relative of a former
ESA member, President and Bulletin Editor - Velma
Featherstone. The message was: she had died and
left a number of old ESA Bulletins, would | like them?
It's rare one gets a chance like that. They turned out
to be in effect a full Bulletin set from the beginning. |
put the setinto the ESA Library some time ago. At the
time, the ESA did not have a specific person whose
responsibility is the program for the regular Tuesday
meeting. The President, or Librarian has often done it
in past. As having both positions, | was stuck. | thought
that picture shows of epies for months on end would
be boring. So | tried to mix in other things, These
“others” were sometimes met with mixed reactions.
Galen Pittman once told me the presentation from
“Wild Birds Unlimited” was “inappropriate”. Jim Nones,
the current Librarian is doing it now and doing a good
job mixing up the program subjects.

The three of us continued as described till Pat
decided 15 years was enough and first resigned as
Membership Secretary in 2011, and later, Treasurer.
Charleen and | continued as before.

The ESA Bulletin of Spring 2015 Vol. 71 No. 3
announced Robert Kuettle as the new President. It
also announced Robert as the leader or chairman of a
number of other ESA activities, including layout for the
Bulletin. Robert had an Art Degree from Los Angeles
City College. To me, his layouts had a professional
look, | thought that maybe that's what he did for
a living. Anyway, The Bulletin production process
with Robert was: | still did the articles, sent them
to Robert and he did every else, layout, production
and distribution. Actually, most of the production and
distribution was done by computer. | usually waited till
the current Bulletin was finished before | sent the next
one. The finished Bulletin was put on a ESA website
and downloaded by members. Only a few hard copies
are made for special situations.

At first, things when along just fine. Robert made
a lot of the monthly meeting presentations, put in a

lot of time at the ESA’s Pentico epi collection at the
(continued on page 13)

Page 12

Volume 76 - Number 1



The Bulletin of the Epiphyllum Society of America

Meet Your Bulletin
Editor

(continued from page 12)

Arboretum and even got the Epi Registry updated.
But as time went by. Robert seemed to slow down.
| noticed it most as the time between when | sent
him the articles and the Bulletin was finished got
longer and longer. Also, he missed more and more
presentations. However, he always seemed OK
when we did see him. We finally guessed he had an
unknown (to us) medical problem. But we had no
idea how serious it was. It never crossed my mind
that Robert might die.

In an attempt to stay on schedule, | started
sending Robert the articles for the next Bulletin before
the previous Bulletin had been completed. | had sent
a set 4 of articles to him, when Robert passed.

After Robert’s passing we tried to restart the “flow”
of the Bulletins, which tuned out to be a long and
difficult task. Charleen agreed to be the layout person.
However, there was no information on how Robert
generated a Bulletin. To start, Charleen,needed
Robert’s document stencil of the Bulletin. A stencil
is a skeleton computer foundational document when
used for all pages results in them looking alike. We
tried to get Robert’s computer for a extensive search
of it, but all that was allowed us was some short on-
site searches at the house. | found a copy of the set
of 4 Bulletin articles in my archived e-mail, and sent
it to Charleen. The issue | chose to start with was the
one with the 2019 Show Results. So, with very little
data, and no stencil, she started. She later found a old
stencil from 2010 and started over. She found even
later that Robert had been using Linda Sinkovic, the
San Diego newsletter editor, as a Bulletin reviewer.
In addition, Linda was a lot of help to Charleen in
getting the Bulletin done. Finally, there was one more
impediment to a timely finishing of the 2019 Bulletin,
when the Show Results would not “behave” Charleen
had to retype the whole thing by hand.

At about this time period my computer developed
a random and very irritating problem of it's own,
when it would erase whatever it was connected to
at document close. The choice of target was very
random, but often enough it was something | just
finished. This the only computer | have had that
has needed a number of repairs, so | developed a
dual or back-up system. If the version | just closed
was erased, go to the back-up and replace the now
deleted version. But it took time for all of this including

updating the back-up before use. This approach only
lasted till the hard drive failed and was replaced with
a solid state one. Of course this all took time which
could be better spent elsewhere. Also, with the hard
drive failure, the 3 remaining sets of Bulletin articles
were probably lost forever.

But eventually Charleen got the 2019 Bulletin
done and another 2020 issue and they have both
been released. Plus, my computer is working fine, so
we are off and running on further Bulletins.

The Bandit Epi Has
Been Caught!

By Keith Ballard

I’'m not talking about a person that steals epies, I'm
talking about an epi plant that steals from other epies.
Didn’t know it could happen, Well | have been raising
epies for almost 40 years and | didn’t know it either.

This incident involves 3 epies in the back row of
the platform by a corner of my house near the back
door. At the right end of this platform is epi ‘Haley’s
Comet'. To the left is ‘Cynthia’ and again to the left of
‘Cynthia’ is ‘King of Yellows’.

| try to repot all my epies every 5 years. It was epi
‘King of Yellows’ repot time, both because it had been
5 years, plus it looked a little stressed and its branches
were very narrow.l found it and disconnected its’
dripper. When | tried to lift out the epi ‘King of Yellows’
it got stuck part way out. So | tried to find out why it
was stuck. | noticed that the plant toits’ right, ‘Cynthia’
also moved when | pulled ‘King of Yellows’ up. On
closer inspection | noticed 3 foot root like growths
running under both plants. | cut the roots to the ‘King
of Yellows’ plant and it lifted right out.

When | looked to the right of ‘Cynthia’s pot, | found
“the root” also went under the next plant to the right:
namely: ‘Haley’s Comet’. Those roots measured 74
inch across on the ‘Haley’s Comet’s side, When |
tried to lift out ‘Cynthia’s it came right out and that
root stayed behind.

Pic. 7 shows the roots that connect epies ‘King
of Yellows’ and ‘Haley’s Comet'. | could feel the root
coming out of a hole in the bottom of ‘Haley Comet’s
pot, As a matter of fact, there were a bunch of other
roots coming from the bottom of that pot, | guess it is
looking for the next victim. The only question here is

(continued on page 14)
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to which epi, ‘King of Yellows’ or ‘Haley’s Comet’, does
that root belong? The branching of the root clearly
indicates Haley’s Comet’.

Apparently, for an epi’s roots to attack another epi
is really quite an exceedingly rare event. | have never
heard of it before.

All these plants here are on a platform.The
platforms are made or 3 %2 inch wide planks with a 1
Y2inch gap between the planks.To attack another epi,
first the attacking roots have to get out of their pot.
My epi pots all have rocks in the bottom to improve
drainage Also, there is a piece of plastic window
screen between the growing mix and the rocks to
keep the mix out of the rocks.Ilt must be fairly easy
to get thru or around the screen and into the rocks,
which | have seen many times, as | repot.

The next action of the escaping roots would be to
find a drain hole in the bottom of its’ pot to get out. How
did the roots do that? Maybe by following the water?

Once out, a successful root of ‘Haley’s Comet’ had
to go left and stay on the plank it was on. Otherwise
the root would have fallen off the plank, and that would
be the end of it’s threat. Once a good victim epi was
found, the root exit process was reversed and became
the attacking root’s entrance process.

Pic. 8 shows the whole ‘Haley’s Comet’ plant. The
branch going up by the house wall measures 6 feet
from the potting mix surface to the tip of the branch.
The part of that branch from the top crosspiece of the
enclosure to the tip of the branch measures 4 feet.
This 4 feet of branch is not stuck to or supported by the
house wall, or anything else.lt was as stiff as a board.
This is very unusual for an epiphyllum. branch to be
that stiff. However, as time has gone by, and the plant
has been cut off from its stolen water and nutrients
source, that tall branch has sagged more and more.
One more proof that ‘Haley’s Comet’ stolen additional
source of nourishment and water had been cut off.

| don’t remember how | got this epi. ‘Haley’s Comet’
is one of Wressey Cocke’s 50th cross | probably got it
at one of those September silent auctions. It was last
repotted in 2017, which included a new pot and new
planting mix. Then whatever happened after repotting
the ‘Haley’s Comet’s’ roots had 3 years to do their
dirty work. But now, the “Bandit Epi” has been caught!

My ‘Haley’s Comet’ epi has never even made

even an attempt to bloom. That usually is enough
to get an epi tossed. | guess | will keep this’ Haley’s
Comet’ plant a while, if that's what it really is, to see
what happens next. If its’ bandit root starts to grow
again, it's good-bye plant.

Pic.? The Light Brown Roots Going From Epi
‘Haley's Comet’ to Epi 'King of Yellows'

. ‘Haley's Comet’s
Unsupported Branch

Founders and Alice
Buchanan Awards
2020 Recipients

The Founders' Award was established in 2005 by
The Epiphyllum Society of America in conjunction of
their 65th Anniversary. Itis to recognize, acknowledged,
and honor hybridizers, nurseries, garden societies,
writers, and others for their service and contributions
regarding epiphyllums and/or epiphytic cacti. Not only
for making a difference in the community that they live
in, but accomplishments that reverberates throughout
the epiphyllum world.

Some former honorees were Rudolf Hessing,
EPIG, of Germany, American hybridizers: George
French, Evelyn Shiraki, Darryl Miyamoto, Wressey
Cocke, and Rainbow Gardens among others

Tuesday, December 1, ESA President Jeff Bates,
announced the 2020 Founders' Award honors going to
the late Robert Kuettle, hybridizer & former President
of the ESA,

Congratulations and a shout out to Gumbii Garcia
for receiving The Alice Buchanan Award for his
years of unselfish service and work of volunteerism
in behalf of the ESA: setups of weekend flower
sales fundraisers, weekly clean ups at the Pentico
Epiphyllum Collection, the Annual Flower Show and
Sales, and many, many urgent calls for assistance on
that he responds to. We see Gumbii at the meetings
in charge of the epi sales to members and guests,
he is one the last people to leave the L.A. Arboretum
after cleaning up.
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By Keith Ballard

An automatic watering system will give your epies
a consistent amount of water on a set day and at the
same time, with no action on your part. | Installed
automatic watering systems years ago, when we
were travelling a lot. Now, every growing plant on my
property gets it's water from an automatic system, and
they work just fine.

| built the epi systems mostly with products from
Raindrip Inc of Fresno CA., who makes an amazing
number of products for this use. | think that in fact
they make enough different items with the possible
exception of the need for a crossing a garden path
with a water line in a visually acceptable way, anyone
could build an automatic system. The parts assemble
by being pushed together, although | use electric heat
gun to soften some of the parts to make assembly
easier. If a hole is needed there are 2 versions of a
low cost tool is available that makes the exact right
size hole.

Raindrip’s products, along with those of other
manufactures, are available at most of the big box
stores’ garden centers.

A typical system for epi watering includes the
following major items. All starts with an electric, timer
which controls the “on” time and how long to be “on”,
for one valve at a time. A typical timer can control up
to 6 different valves. Each valve is connected to 1
group of drippers. All the group’s drippers, and their
corresponding epies, receive their water at the same
time.

Pic. 1 shows a large part of my epi collection. The
garden is divided into 2 levels at the stepped wall.
The stepped wall shows in Pic. 1, in the background,
above the nearby plants and with it's red brick top
showing on the left.

Pic. 2 shows the “business” end of a watering
systems, that is where the water comes from, namely
the “dripper”. The input end of a dripper looks like a
dull arrow point. The output comes from the short
straight tube. The middle flange houses the drip
making stuff. The output of a “dripper” is a stream of
drops about 1/8 of an inch In diameter, not a stream
of water like from a hose. There are 3 different water
rates of drippers: 0.5 gal. per hour, 1 gal. per hour
and 2 gal. per hour.

Pic.2 My Standard Dripper Setup

All input ends of all the in-line parts, except
drippers, such as connectors, elbows, tees, etc.,
have a diagonal cut. This cut prevents blocking the
water flow if that part , gets pushed hard against the
opposite inside of the water tube. | have not seen this
cut on any other manufacturer’s products.

For an example of an Automatic System let us
look at the largest group of all my systems. Pic. 3
shows the group, which consists of four 8 ft 3 inch
by 32 inch platforms, set 2 each inline on each side
of the walkway. Each of the platform pairs has 3
trellised plant sets, In 8 'z in. pots, across the width
and 19 sets of 3, down the combined length of the 2
platforms. There is a total of 114 plants for the whole
group. That also means 114 drippers. The platform
seen in Pic. 3, between the two double platforms of
this group and against the far white wall, is not part
of this group but is part or another group.

Each of the 2 platform sets has a 'z inch black
dripper water supply tube along an outside edge,
which shows in Pic. 2.

Pic. 3 shows my typical dripper set-up. The V4
inch tube from the dripper to the common supply tube
clearly shows. | try to position a dripper above the
center of plant it is watering. All drippers are fastened
in place, usually with a tie-wrap, like the one shown.
| use the 1 gal. per hour drippers as standard, and

(continued on page 16)
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then adjust the time to what seems correct for all

the epies in the group. If there is a hopefully a small
group of plants that the group drip rate is not correct,
there are two more adjustment available up or down.
Changing to the 2 or 0.5 gal per hour drippers usually
deals with the problem. Of course, all unused tubing
ends are capped.

LA h o S

i ' 4
Pic. 3 Example Group. 4 Platf'ms,114 Drippers

| currently use all dry mix fertilizers for all
applications. However, when hand fertilizing a dripper
watered garden with a dry substance, a significant
amount of precision in the placement of the fertilizer
is required to get any good from the added fertilizer.
First of all, the falling water drops are only about 1/8
of an inch in diameter, and the teaspoon of fertilizer
does not make a very large target. In addition, there
is an odd situation on exactly where the water falls
from a dripper. Then there is a critical down angle,
of the dripper’s output tube relative to horizonal, that
determines from where the drip stream falls. Below
that angle the stream falls, starting with a slight curve,
down from the end of the tube. Above that angle, the
drip stream slips to the bottom of the output tube and
slides along the underside of the tube to the flange
bottom, and falls straight down from there. That’s a
difference of at least 5\8’s of an inch. It really looks odd
to see an apparently near level dripper and the water
is not falling from the end of the tube, but the flange
bottom. Pic. 4 is taken with a high speed camera,
which stops the moving water in the picture. Looking
at Pic. 4 you can see a bright circle of water hanging
directly under the flange bottom. That circle actually
is a falling drop of water. With the slight angle down,
one might expect the water to fall from the end of the
tube, but it’s falling from under the flange.

Pic. 4 Water Dripping from Flange Bottom

Thus, putting dry fertilizer for a potted epi in the
“right spot” isn’t easy to find. For a large collection
one will probably have to guess at the right spot with
the water off. Or with a small collection, mark with the
spot with something like a tooth pick with the water
on, then fertilizer and water later. An approach that
might work with the water on, is to mark only those
epies where the water comes from the tube; as there
should be less of those; and then fertilize later with
the water off. For trying to fertilize with the water on,
the spoon most likely will block the falling water and
miss the “right spot” completely’

Now where does the water come from for this
group? The immediate answer is a connection to a
3 legged “T” shaped structure under the pathway, in
front of the platform against the white wall shown in
Pic. 3. The “T” structure is of real pipe to withstand the
riggers of being underground. The structure is nothing
more than an underground horizontal “T” of pipe, with
a vertical connection pipe for each end of the “T".
Each of the platform pairs, | have been describing,
are connected to one of the ends of the top of the “T".
Pic. 5 shows one of above ground connections. The
single end of this pipe structure surfaces under the
platform against the white wall, and from here, has
a tube connection to its’ valve in the valve complex.

Pic. 5 Water Feed Line Fm‘Under.g;uu nd “T"

(continued on page 17)
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Pic. 6 shows the valve complex. The valves get
their water via the lowest horizontal line of short pipes
and “T”s of real pipe. This line is connected to the
water source. And, this line is fastened to the wall
for support. The lowest vertical items on the pipe
output lines are actually pressure regulators, and their
output goes directly to the various groups via plastic
tubes. The rightmost valve looks, and is, different
as it sends water up from here to every plant on the
wall, behind the wall on 2 platforms and every plant
behind the wall.

=
Pic. & Valve Complex

Why the pressure regulators? The measured
street pressure at my house is over 100 PSI. There
is a house regulator that drops the inside pressure to
60 PSI for safety reasons. The garden regulators use
the house water and drop the pressure to 25 psi so
that the various garden parts can be made of plastic
and still be safe. Why? Strictly to lower the cost of
garden parts. If those parts were made of metal they
would be too expensive for most people to use.

To minimize possible damage in the event of a
regulator failure, | have one on each groups input
line. They are only $5.47 each at Home Depot. In
fact, I had a regulator failure lately. When the regulator
failed there was some damage. With the failure the
pressure was then the house 60 PSI pressure. It blew
a pin hole in the top of one of the sprayers | use in
the rooting area. The water stream went straight up,
thru the 10 foot high shade cloth, to about 15 feet.
It then fell back on top of the shade cloth. It looked
like a rain storm under the cloth. Plus, A few of the
drippers became spray nozzles, the pressure must
have blown the bubble making parts out. And a couple

of the end caps started to leak. | replaced all of the
regulators just to be safe as part of the repair. | still
am having occasional failures in the group that had
the failed regulator.

With 1 exception, the water distribution system
is the same for every group between the back of
the house and the stepped wall. The various groups
around the garden might be quite different in the
number of epies and the shape of the group. There
is one group on a single platform, is not even in the
garden proper, but by the house’s back door. It even
has it's own valve there, but otherwise uses the same
setup.

The exception here is on the right platform and
a half, which is against the lower part of the stepped
wall, which was planned for unrooted cutting and is
watered by sprayers. Sprayers are also one of the
items produced for auto watering. And, only sprayers
are used for water this group. However, | have found
the additional water in the overspray of the sprayers,
rots even the treated platforms planks faster and
more completely..

The last group to be discussed starts at the top of
the stepped wall and the 6 feet or so of the flat area
behind the wall and ends in a hillside. The ground level
behind the wall varies, pretty much staying even or
within 1 7z inches below the varying top of the wall.
The right and lowest section of the wall, including the
red top brick, is 44 inches high. The 3 steps, which
are a single concrete block, are each 8 inches more.
The leftmost end of the wall is 68 inches high.

The group spans the whole 23.5 feet width of the
epi garden. has a platform at each end, and a pre-
existent fig tree in the middle. The platforms also have
pot hanging structure all the way across the width of
the group

The last valve on the right, in Pic. 6, provides the
water to this very mixed group. Unlike all the others,
here the supply water goes down from the valve,
through the white pipe union, shown in the picture,
and then turns and goes up to a “T”. The central tube
of the “T” points left and becomes the supply water
for the rightmost platform of this group. The top pipe
of the “T”, is the supply water for everything else in
the group including the trellised plants on top of the
stepped wall, all hanging plants and plants on the left
platform plus, would you believe, the fig tree.

The rightmost platform of this group is a special
case. This platform has nothing but 6 inch pots. | use
this area to let recently rooted epies to grow, mature
and hopefully bloom. All the plants here are in 6 inch

(continued on page 18)
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pots. and the also standard sized platform will hold
15 rows of 5 pot each , plus a row of 3 more pots just
off each end, for a total of 81.

Because of the uniformity of the of this platform |
chose inline watering. There are two ways to set up in
line watering, but both have a problem here. Available
is a ¥4 inch water tube that has built in drippers in
line every 6 inches. Unfortunately the various pots
tops measure anywhere between 6 and 6.5 inches
across the top, so that more than one design would
be necessary to match the differences. The other
way is to use special drippers made for inline use.
This special dripper has an input connection on both
sides, as a pass thru, and a hole in the dripper flange
as an outet. However, it looked like a lot of work to
make and assemble 81 individual inline drippers and
the pieces of tubing between, so | comprised. | used
a 3 dripper piece of the inline dripper tubing with a
single special individual inline dripper on the supply
end, and a regular dripper on the far end. Of course,
with rain, none of this matters.

As a special caution, the threaded parts intended
for automatic watering systems, come with one of 2
different thread styles; pipe threads and hose threads.
A mix of the 2, will not seal, It has to be hose thread to
hose thread or pipe thread to pipe thread. However,
the output of the valves will seal with either thread.
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‘Grand Finale’ and ‘lvan the Terrible’ on
‘Seahorses’, hybridized by Jim Nones postcard from ESA Library
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Color Picture Pages

‘Frankincense’, hybridized by Gary Brandfellner

‘Saint Anne’, hybridized by Jim Nones

Photos on the Picture Pages taken by
Jim Nones except where noted .

‘Amara Nones Battams’, hybridized by Jim Nones
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‘Myrrh’, hybridized by Fred Stegner Fred Stegner, unregistered hybrid

‘Dragon Serpent’, hybridized by
Darryl Miyamoto

Fred Stegner, unregistered hybrid
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‘Huell Howser Gold’, photo by Jim Nones

‘Heaven Sent’ and ‘Coral Cascade’ on postcard

from ESA Library
‘Auld Lang Syne’, hybridized by Fred Stegner

‘Merry Christmas’ hybridized by Jim Nones ‘Hawaiian Punch’ on postcard from ESA Library

Fall 2020 Page 21



The Bulletin of the Epiphyllum Society of America

Welcome New Members Who Joined

the

Javier Alcala - Santa Ana, California
Sharon Anderson - Linn Creek, Missouri
Lisa Allen - Granada Hills, California

Lilia Aristova - Voronezhskay, Russia
Jennifer Barlow - Lebanon, Tennessee
Frasier Bingham - Bainbridge, Georgia
Amy Bresniker - Poway, California

Susan Caccivio - Nahant, Massachussets
Tommy L Carson - Volcano, Hawaii
Salvatore Castellito - San Diego, California
Melinda Clearman - Tryon, North Carolina
Rebecca Clearman - Houston, Texas
Jeffrey Collman - Devon, United Kingdom
Vanetta Covel - Virginia Beach, Virginia
Elizabeth Crosby - San Marcos, California
Deb Csuy - Florida

Jacob Curtis - Dedham, Maine

Sue Curtis - Bay City, Texas

Kent Donovan - Manchester, Connecticut
Evelyn Down - Macksville, New South Wales, Australia
Marilyn Edlund - Renton, Washington
Cynthia Edmonds - Camarillo, California
Susan Elliott - St. Louis, Missouri

Randy Encina - Los Angeles, California
John Fendley - Chico, California

Jefferson Hendrix - Bonita, California
Andreas Hoffman - Am Gaisberg, Germany
Cindy Hollingshead - Valley Center, California
Janice Johnson - Decatur, Alabama

Suijit Kootala - Uppsala, Sweden

Michael List - Trafalgar, Indiana

Tracey List - Carmichael, California

Tish Linsley - Los Osos, Calfornia

Ron Matranga & Eddie Broussard - Riverside, CA
Ming-Pi Mi - Honolulu, Hawaii

Eric McLaughlin - Claremont, California
Priscilla Merriam - Watertown, Massachussets
Myron Mikita - Waterloo, lowa

Darlene Peterson - Warren, Pennsylvania
Mark Ogilvie - Smyrna, Georgia

Maryann Ostermeyer - El Cajon, California
Jose Parodi - Maumee, Ohio

David Popp - Lakeland, Florida

Alan Ruth - Goshen, New Hampshire
Femmy Schelhaas - Waarland, Netherlands
Walt Schmitt - Machesney Park, lllinois

Dan Scott - Alexandria, Virginia

ESAin 2020

Patti Shiels - Woodinville, Washington

Ed Stachura - Vero Beach, Florida

Jean Starr - Chesterton, Indiana

Robert Sterling - London, United Kingdom
Joan Thompson-West Launceston Tasmania, Australia
Khanh-Tien Tran - Bellevue, Washington
Thinh Tran - Temple City, California

Delaney Trimble - Houston, Texas

Rudolf Troester - Bad Mergentheim, Germany
Michael Viray - Del Rey Oaks, California
Oanh Vu - Elk Grove, California

Melissa Woods - Tullah, Tasmania, Australia
Sandra Zimmer - Franksville, Wisconsin
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